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FINANCI}{G AGREE}IENT

The Eumpean Commission, hereinafter referred to as the "Commission", acting on behalf of the
European Union, hereinafier referred to as the "EU",

ofthe one part, aod

The Republic of Sierra Leone hereinafter referred to as the "Partner", represerited by Lhe Minisfy of
Finance,

of the o..her part, hereinafter collectiveiy referred to as the "Parties'',

have agreed as iollo,*'s:

Article I - Financing of the Action

I .l . The Padaer agrees that the EU hnances the implementation ofthe following action described in
Arnex I (fechnical and Adm;xistrative Provisions): EU-UN Spotlight initiative to fight ali
violence against *'omen a:rd girls in Siera Irone, OPSYS numb er ACT 61774 (the "Action").

1.2. The toial estimated cost of this Action is EL;R 15 000 000 and the maximum EU contribution to
this Action is set at EUR 15 000 000.

Article 2 - Execution period

2-1 The execution period of ttris Financine Agreement shall corn.mence on the date of the entry into

force of ti:is Financing Asreement aei cover the implenertaiica a;id closure of aii tire activities

Cescnbed ia Annex I (Teclnlcal and Admidstiative Provisions).

2.2 The effective end Cate of the execution period of this Financing Agreement shall bc

communicated by the Com;i:ission, in writing, to the Partner-

Article 3 - General obligations

3.1 The Partner and the EU commit to engage in a cons!ructive political dialogue at the approprial(:

level on the implementation of this Financing Agreemenl. This dialogue may fom a pa* ofthc
broader political Cialogue, as provided for in Articie 8 of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement, or

legal instn:ment replacing the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement.

3.2 In the conlext of the implementation of the Action, the Pa(ner shall:

a) cooperate with the Commission or the entity entrusted by the latter in providing any

information and adminjstrative, Icgistical or political support usefu! for the i-niplci:icniatiolr

of the Actioru
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b) agree thai documerrs and iniomatiol reiared to ihe Actio:l and held by any eatity may be

fcr.*'a:CeC ic ib.. Corrrassro" b.v L2i =:1'- icr ::e sole p=pcse of :;:pitaiatirg tlis or
another Financing Agreement:

c) inforrn iarmediately the Commission of any element brought to the Parfaer's attention, whiclr
arouses suspicions ofirregularities, fraud or com:ption in relation 1o the implementation ofthe
Financing Agreement;

d) r*'here relevant, undstake to take every appropriale measure to prer/enl, detect and punish any

practices of active or passive corruption during the implementation of the Financing
Agreement;

e) assist the Commission and the entity entrusled by the latter, where relevant, io ensuring

visibility of the EU in the implerneetation of the Action.

3.3 The Commission and the Partner shali preserve the confidentiality of any document, information
or other material directly related to the implementation of this Financing AgrBcment that is

classified as confidential. The foregoing is withou't prejudice to Article 6. The Parties shall obtain

ech othels prior written consent before publicly disclosing such information. The Parties shall

remain bound by the confidentialit_'- until five yean after the end ofthe execution period.

3.1 The Co:;:r.ission shall regllarly iior::o the Pa;tner of the implementaiion ol aciivities described

in A.rmex I (Teclmical and Administrative Provisions).

3.5 The Commission wili implement rhe Acrion in accordance with applicable EU law (including,

but not limited to, the EU Financial Regulations and the EU Treaties).

3.6 The Panies shall endeavour Io settie amic.ably any disputes or complaints relating to the

interpretation, application or validity of this Financing Agreement, including its existence or
termination.

Article 4 - Right of estatrlishment and residence

4.1 Where required by the nature of the contracts or agreements signed within the framework of the

Action, the Partner shall entitle narural and legal persors pa;ticipating in award procedures with
a provisionai right of establishment and resiCence in the Partner's territory(ies)- This right shall

remain valid for one month afier the cclrrac: or alreenent is aq'ardeC.

1.2 The Partner shali also entitle recipients of EU funds and natural persons whose sewices arc

required for the performance of this Action and members of their families with similar rights
during the implementation of the Action.

4.3 Where a visa facilitalion agreement is applicable, its provisions shall apply as well. In all othcr
cases, the Partner shall apply its most favourable visa regime or estabiish facilitating proccdurcs
for issuing visas for natural persons and persons representing legal penons participating in award
procedures.

Article 5 - Tax and customs provisions and foreign exchange arrangements

I'ltrere the Cornmissicn and tle Pa:r:e: haye agreed in another agreement to more dctaiicd
provisions on this subject, these provisions shail apply as well.
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52 lte Pa:-.ls urdeiakes to authorise lhe impon or purahas€ oilhc fo;crgn currcnc-v ncccisary for
the implere==tiol cf ae Aaio::- It also -;.nCqtakcs io aroiv lrs -!c:ai f==:g;: cxclx-rc
rcg'olattons ir a non<iiscriminatory manner :c the natuml and legal persons participating in
implementing contncts and agreemeots sigeed withi:r the fi:amework of thc Actiot.

Article 6 - Verifications and cbecks trv the Commission, the European Anti-Fraud Oflice
(OLAD, the European Public Prosecutor Office @PPO) aDd the European Court of
Auditors

6.1 The Partner shall assist and support the verifications and checks carried out by the Commission,
OLAF, EPPO and tie European Court of Auditors and their authorised agents at &eir request.

The Parfter agiees to the Comraission, EPPO, OLAI ald the European Court of Auditors
conducting documentary and on-the-spot confiois on the use made of EU financing under the
activities under this Financing Agreement and carrying out a full audit, if necessary, on the basis

ofsupporting documents ofaccounts and accounting documents and any other documents relating

to the financing ofthe activities, lhroughout ihe dumtion of this Financing Agrcement and for
five years fiom the end of tle execution perioC.

6.2 The Partrer also agees thai EPPO and OL.AF :::ay carry out on-lhe-spct cb*ks a:C venficaiioas

ia accord.a:rce s'ith lhe proceiures lai<i do*-n ic ELr lzw for the proteciio! of the EtIs fnaircial
inieiests agaiast Sau<i an<i other irreg,rlarities.

To that end, the Parter shall grant ofircials of the Commission, EPPO, OLAF and the European

Court of Auditors ani their authorised agents access to sites and premises at which opeiai:oirs

financed unCer this Financing Agreement are carried out, including their computer systems- a:rd

to any documents and computerised data conceming the technical an<i furaacial management of
those op€iations, and to take everv appropriate measure to facilitate their work. Access by

a:rthoiised agents of the Commission. EPPO, OLAF and the Europea:r Cou,'t of Auditcrs shall be

granted on conditions of strict confidentialily with regarC to third paities, wii.hcut prejudice to

public law obligations to which they are subject. Documents must be accessible and filed in a

manner permitting easy inspection, the Partnet being bou:rd to infor::r the Commission, EPPO,

OLA.F or the European Coui of Auditors of tire exact location ai rl,iric-! they are kept.

6.3 The Partner shall be notifieC of on the spot nissioff by agents appointed by the Cornmission,

OLAF or the Europeaa Court cfAudrtors.

Article 7 - Protection of personal data

7 .1 The Partner shall comply with the obligations iaid down in this a;ticle v"'here the Commission

provides personal data to the Paiiner, for example in the context of award procedures and

contracts or agreements managed by the Commission.

7 -2 The Partner shall ensure an appropriale protection of personal data. Personal data means any

information relating to an idenlified or identifiable nanrral person.

Personal data shall be:

a) processed lawfully, fairly and in a transpaient mamer in relation to the data subjecl;

b) colecteC for sp-ccfivj, expiicii and legitimate purposes and not f,.ir-,her processed in a manncr

that is incompatible with those purposes;

c) adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for which they
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d)

e)

r)

are processed:

ac{u-rate an4 u'be.:-e .--ss21.-- ke.: ug :o &re:

processed in a marurer tirat ensures appropriate security ofthe personal data anti

kept in a form whicir pemrits identification ofdata subjects for no longer than is necessary

lbr the purposes for which tlre perso:ral data are processed. Personal data ir:cluded in
documents to be kept by ihe Panner in accordance u,ith Anicle 6.1 has lo be Ceieted five
years afler tire enri of the execulron period-.

Any operation involving the processing of personal data, such as colleclion, recording,

organisation, storage, adaption or alteration, relrieval, consultation, use, disclosure, erasure or
desiruction. shail be based on rules an<i procedures ofthe Partner and shali only be done as far as

it is necessary for the impiementation of this Finatrcing Agreement.

In panicular, the Partr)er shall take appropriate teclurical and organisational security measures

concenring the risks inlteient in any such operation and the nature of the information relating to

the natural person concemed, in oider to:

a) prevent auy unauthoised person fiorn gaining access to compuler syslems pe:fc=ring such

cperatio;s, and cpecia.l-r-. una:::hojseC reeiing, copyi;rg. alie:atioir or remcval cf sic:"ge
media; urauthorised iaia input as rveli as any unauthorised disclosure, alteraiiol or erasure

of stored infomration;

b) ensure that auti.roriseC usels ofen IT system perfomring such operations can access only the
infornation to whicir their access riglrt refers;

c) design its organisational strucure in sucjr a way thai il nieets dle above requirearenls.

Article 8 - Amendment

8.1 nny arnendnent to this Financirlg Agreement shall be nrade in w.iring, including tluough an

exchange of letters.

Article 9 - Suspension

9.1 The Co::rrnission r:lay suspend rhe Financing Agreement s'ithcur pricr notice i;: the foilouing
cascs:

a) the Partner breaches any obligation set under this Financing Agreement;

b) the Partner fails to observe the principles of intemational law, including thc prirrciplcs as

referred to in the United Nations Chaner, the principles of denrocmcy, thc rrrlc ol law or
good govemance, oi respect for human riglrts and fundamental frcedtxris or lbr
ir, temationally recognised nuciear saiety s:andarCs cr in serious cases of corrupiiol;

c) force najeure. "Force majeure" sl.iall mean any unforeseeable and exceptional situati()n or

event beyond the Parties' control which prevents eitlrer of them from fulfilling any ol rhcir
obligations, not anributable to error or ncgligence on their part (or the parl ol'tlrcir
colltractors, agents or employees) and proves insunnountable in spite ofall duc diligcncc,

r-either of the Panies shall be held liabie for breach of its obligatioru under this liinancrng
Ag.reement if ii is prevented &om fulfiiiing them by force :najeure, providcd ir tnkcs
lrreasures to minirnise any possible damage.

d) In cases such as crisis or change of position at national levcl (e.g. on irs policy priorirics).
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9.2 Tle Con:::issicr rna;- take an1' appropiate precauiionary meas:.rie befo;e suspe:ding

9 3 T-ie co:seq::=:ces oi suc:: suspe=ic: or tle A-cxon sirrx b€ 2r2;\'sEa a:j de:e=:::ec o!: e casc

by case basis, including the iurlnct on on-going irrplernenting contracts and agreenrcnts.

9-4 A suspension of this Financing Agree ent is withcut prejuCice to the tennination of this
Financing Agreement in accordance wjth Article 10.

9.5 Tle Parties shall resurne the in:plementatioa of the Financing A_sreement once the conditions
aiiow. This is without prejudice to any amendments of this Financrng Agreement, which inay be

necessary to adapt dre Action to the neu' implementir:g condiiions, including- if possible, the

extension ofthe execution period, or the termination of this Financing Agreement in accordance
with Article 10.

Article l0 - Ternrination

l0.l If the issues u,hich led to the susp€l:sion of this Financiug Agrecment have not been resolved
within a maxilrum period of 180 days, either party may terminate this Financing Agreen:ent at

30 Cays' norice,

10.2 Without prejuCice to Article,l0.i above, if at any time, t-he Conmission believes *lat the purpose

ofthis Financing Agreement car no longer effectively or apprcpriately perforne<i, rhis Financing
.Agresnent nay be ten:ri-ted by se;r'ing (30) thirty days *'n:len inoiivaied noiice.

l0-3 The consequences ofsuch tein:inations or the ongoing activities rnay be analysed, \r'here relevant,
and determined on a case by case basis.

Article ll - r\ddresses

All cormnunications conceming the irlplenrentation of this Financing AgreeDrent shail be in
writing, shall refer expressly to this Action as identified in Anicle 1.1 and shall be sent to the

fcllcu,ing addresses:

a) for the Commission

Hea<i of Delegation

Delegation ofthe European Llnion to Sie;ra Leone

Leiccstcr Peak, Freetowl - Sierra Leone

b) for the Partner

Minister of Finance

Ministry of Finance

Trersury Building, George Street

Freetown - Sierra Lcone

Article 1? - .A.nnexes

The follorving Arltex fonls an integral part of this Financing Agreement:
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a) d-:ler i: Technical a-:d Ao:i:rist;ative Provisions.

L: case oi cc'nficr'oerwr-r rhe'Dody o: ihis Financing Agreernerri aad any of its Annexes, the

body of this Financing Agreerneni shall prevail-

Article 13 - Entry into force

This Fhancing Agreement shall enter into force on the date on which the Comraission receives a

notificaiion from tire Panner confi;rning the completion of the intemal procedures of the Partner

necessar )-. for its entry into force. The Commission shall inform the Paimer of the date of lhe
receipt of this notification. This Financing Agreemenl shall not enter into force if such a

notification is not received by the Commission by 3l December 2024.

Donc in t\yo original copies, one copy being handed to the Commission and one to the Pa(ner

For the Partne;:

M li..tist'

C

ozuJ

s

Hon. Minisler of Finance '

Mr heku Bangura

Freetown

ii.-'
--a:.

4,a$

Acting Drrector INTPA.A

/1- r ?.1 .11 ! ,

For the Conmission

C stran

Brussels

&1
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.{\.\EX I OF THE FIN.A.\CIN'C AGREEMENT NO ACT-6I774

TECHNICAL AND ADMINISTRATTVE PRO-VTSIONS

1 . I . Summary of the Action

e Spotlight hitiative is an arnbiticus multi-yea; pannership be..wen the European Union (Etr) aad the
Ulited Narions (IjNJ to eliminate aii forms of violence against vr'omen aad girls (VAWG), here-included
traditional hamful pracdces (HP) such as female genital mutilaticn/cuniag (FG\{/C).

The action will be implemented by the United Nations in partnershio with Civil Society Organisations,
natio:ra! a:rC sub-national authorities. This initiative builds on lessons leaml from the global EU-UN
flagship progzrnme an<i airns to scale resources, promote evidence-based programmes, and inteosify
focused action in key areas foi tbe ccultry. It aims directly at advancing SDG 5 "Gen<ier Equality".

The proposed action aligns with Sierra Leone's Mediuur Term National Development Plan 2019-2023,
specifically target 4/Cluster 5 which foresees *re drastic reduction "by more than 50% of the nun:ber o
l'.v'onen experiencing Gender-Based Vioieace (GBV) comoared to 2018". lt will contibuie to tbe
:acL:evement of the EU - Sierra Leone Muiti Aqr:ual hdicative P;ogra:::::= Pliol:t-v Area I "Goveraai:e''
an<i Specific Objective 3'ln:p:cved social, econoeric and political paticipaion of *,omen, gi;is..vouths
an<i vulnerable groups i-n geneiai. Sexue. rcproductive health aghis and fighi againsl s€xual and gender
based violeaceTGM supported".

The overall objective of the Spotlight lnitiative is that "All women and girls in Sierra Leone, particularly
the most yulnerable- live a life free of violence and ha.rmful p;actices, collectively Cescribed as violence
againsr women anC girls (VAWG)' .

Addressing violence against women and eirls is a muhi-faceted issue. It affects all people - pafiicularly
u,omen aad girls- in different ways and is highlv contextspecific. The Suotlight lnitiative theory ofc!iai:ge
promotes a comprehensive multi-sectoral and multi-dimensional approach centred around 4 outcome areas:
i) laws, policies and institutions (including data collection and analysis to support decision traking),ii)
pievention and sociai noms cha:rge, iii) rrcsponse (sewices for survivors and accountabiiiry ofpe.petrators)
as weij as iv) suppon to and partnership u,ith the womel's ncveflieni to advance u,omel's rights, This
holistic strategy ltamesses Cata. expert;se aid besi Dractices to ensuie tl')at pioE arnrnes pronole evidence-
basC measr:res proven to work.

A part of the action will be co-implerrented by IIN agencies, with funds pooled with the UN Multi Partner
Trust Fund Office (MPTFO) acting as the Administraiive Agert. As a joint UN Programme, the Spotlight
Initiative will be irnplemented in line with UN Joint Programming and Uli Development System refonn
principles and unCer the responsibility of the UN Resident Coordinator. A govemance structure has be€n

designed to ensure a "whole govemment, high level" approacir and effective coordination.

Civil Society plays a central role in tire fight against VAWG/IIP and as such it has a central role both in tlre
design and in the implementation of the programme, both as part of the programme govemance structure
and as recipient ofprogramme funds.

This Action pursues aTeam Europe aoproach with Ircland as a co-funder oiUN Women and potentiai tlrird
IIY coii:ibuioi to tbe t io civil soci


